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Week beginning: 7.11.25 
Welcome back! This week has been a positive start to the new half term with a choir 

reward trip to the ballet at The Royal Opera House, Nursery teaching us about firework 
safety, the introduction of ‘not all heroes wear capes’, the return to Forest School and 
lots more.  If you are going to see fireworks this weekend, please stay safe and enjoy! 

The Leesons Team 
Attendance and Punctuality 
Our attendance and punctuality for this week can be seen in the table below.   
Class Attendance (%) Punctuality (number of 

lates) 

Little Orchard 91% 4 

Hedgehog 95% 2 

Robin 92% 3 

Owl 93% 0 

Woodpecker 97% 3 

Kingfisher 91% 0 

Badger 97% 4 

Fox 99% 2 

Rabbit 95% 2 

Mole 98% 3 

Starling 90% 3 

Otter 98% 2 

Stag 91% 2 

Kestrel 99% 1 

Well done to Fox and Kestrel Classes who won Leo the Attendance Bear the 
Attendance cup this week! 
Well done to the following class who won the Punctuality cup this week -Owl and 
Kingfisher! 
Both the attendance and punctuality winners will get an additional ten minutes play time. 
Well done to Mole Class for winning the Walk to School Award. 
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Attendance 
We have started the term well and are just maintaining our yearly attendance at 96%.  
This is just above the current national average and just below our target attendance 
figure.  Please continue to support us with positive attendance and bring your child to 
school on time when they are well. 

 
Language of the week 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Plovdiv, in Bulgaria, is Europe’s oldest inhabited city. Settlements in the area date back 
to the Neolithic period, with evidence of human presence from around 6,000 BC. 
Throughout its long history, Plovdiv has been inhabited by Thracians, Romans, 
Byzantines, Bulgarians, and Ottomans, each leaving their mark on the city’s culture, 
architecture, and heritage 
 

 

Flag Language Country Greeting Picture 

 

Bulgarian Bulgaria Zdraveite 
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Word Aware 
Please discuss these words with your child at home and see if any of you can use them 
in conversation this week. 
 

EYFS and Key Stage 1  Key Stage 2 

 
 

 
Book of the week 
As it was Bonfire night, we wanted to share this chapter 
book with you. 
What Lila wants to be more than anything else in the 
world is . . . a Firework-Maker! But firework-making is 
not just about being able to make Crackle-Dragons and 
Golden Sneezes. There is also one special secret: 
every Firework-Maker must make a perilous journey to 
face the terrifying Fire-Fiend! Not knowing that she 
needs special protection to survive the Fire-Fiend's 
flames, Lila sets off alone. Her friends, Chulak and 
Hamlet - the King's white elephant - race after her. But 
can they possibly reach her in time? You can hear an 
excerpt from chapter 1 here: 

 The Firework-Maker's Daughter - Chapter 1 by Ph…

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=a5hkaO_iRSw
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Science 
Have some fun at home with these experiments 
 
Make your own egg shell chalk 
How to make your own eggshell chalk | Kidspot 
 
Junior Duke 
The following children have completed tasks in their Junior Duke booklets. 

Name Year Task 

Olin Robin Cookery 
Domestic Challenge 
Interest 
Exercise 

Dominik Badger Mopping or Swimming 

Dominic Owl Cookery 
Creation 
Interest 
Our World 

Jeriah Badger Art 
Cookery 

 
E-safety 

https://www.kidspot.com.au/parenting/things-to-do/how-to-make-your-own-eggshell-chalk/news-story/041ab8334eebedbaebcd6a52a9d5fe63
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Highlights of the week 
 
Nursery 
The Nursery children thoroughly enjoyed string and cardboard tube painting this week 
to create firework pictures. They carefully printed the string and cardboard tubes onto 
the paper to create an array of wonderful and colourful different shaped prints!  

 
 
Hedgehog Class had a great time at Forest School this week.  We 
enjoyed exploring different activities using the leaves and playing hide 
and seek with our woodland animal toys.   
 
 

Year 1 had a very exciting trip to the library on Thursday. We enjoyed meeting the 
author Alex Falase-Koya. He spoke to us about his books and read us a chapter of his 
new story. Some children also received a signed copy of his book. 
 
Year 6 have been reading the mystery story “The Watertower” by Gary Crew. They have 
many theories as to what happened in the text and what happens next. They have 
written some first person accounts which included short snappy sentences to create 
effects.  
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We were delighted to welcome The MP for Orpington, 
Gareth Bacon, to Leesons today. He watched a range 
of engaging lessons and witnessed Year 6 create a 
physical circuit with their bodies to light a bulb, Year 5 
drama performances of Romeo and Juliet and Year 3 
exploring forces in science. 
 
Our head boys and girls explained their experience of 
democracy in school to become leaders and ask 
searching questions about his experiences in being 
an MP and speaking publicly. 
 

Ballet Trip 
 
On Wednesday, a group of children from Years 4, 5 and 6 enjoyed a special treat, a visit to the 
Royal Opera House to see the world-famous ballet La Fille mal gardée (The Wayward 
Daughter). This light-hearted and joyful production tells the story of Lise, a young girl who 
dreams of marrying for love rather than status. At its heart, the ballet celebrates the themes of 
love and freedom. 
 
The children were captivated by the dancers’ storytelling skills and delighted by the many 
surprises throughout the performance — including a ribbon dance, dancers dressed as 
chickens, and even a live pony on stage! Other memorable moments included the colourful 
maypole dance and Widow Simone’s lively clog dance. 
 
Eleanor Chapman from Starling class said, “I loved the ballet because it was romantic and 
funny! The dancers were really good and I found it easy to understand the story through the 
emotion they showed.” 

​  

​  
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Anti-Bullying Week - Monday 10th to Friday 14th November  
 
Next week, Leesons will be celebrating Anti-Bullying Week with a range of fun activities to 
promote kindness, respect and inclusion.  
 
 

●​ Monday 10th November - Odd Socks Day: Children are invited to wear odd socks to 
celebrate individuality! There is NO charge for this. 

 
●​ Tuesday & Wednesday - In Class Activities: Children will take part in creative 

activities and discussions in class to explore the importance of kindness and standing up 
to bullying.  

 
●​ Thursday - Wristband Sale: We will be selling Anti-Bullying wristbands for £1 (cash 

only).  
 

●​ Friday - Watermelon Friday: To end the week, children can enjoy a slice of 
watermelon at breaktime for 50p each (cash only). 

 
Thank you for your continued support in helping us make Leesons a place where everyone feels 
safe, included and valued.  
 
What’s on? 
On Sunday, Mr Jamieson and Mrs Dobbs will be accompanied by our Head Boy and 
Head Girl at Orpington War Memorial to lay a wreath.  The service will start at 10.50.  
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We would love to see you there.  If you see Mr Bacon, our local MP, please go and say 
hello as he will probably remember you from our visit today. 
 

Week 2 
Anti-Bullying Week  

Monday - 10.11.25 ●​ 3pm assembly 

Tuesday - 11.11.25 ●​ 11am - 2 minute silence 
●​ Polish Independence Day 
●​ Children can wear uniforms from other uniformed 

organisations to school for Remembrance Day 

Wednesday - 12.11.25 ●​ 1.30pm  New Starters Open Afternoon 
 

Thursday - 13.11.25 ●​ Michael Rosen Day - poetry focus 
●​ Maths Subject Monitoring  

Friday - 14.11.25 ●​ 2.55pm - Celebration assembly 
●​ National Diabetes Day 
●​ Year 5 Science Museum  

 

Week 3 
 

Monday - 17.11.25 ●​ 3pm assembly 

Tuesday - 18.11.25 ●​ 3pm What’s in the news Assembly  
●​ Year R 1 2 phonics workshop  

Wednesday - 19.11.25 ●​ Trust Y2 Football@ LPS 
●​ Singing assembly KS1@1.05pm/KS2 @3pm 

Thursday - 20.11.25 ●​  

Friday - 21.11.25 ●​ INSET Day - Trust Conference - school closed to 
children 

 
 

Week 4 
Phonics Mock week 

Monday - 24.11.25 ●​ 3pm assembly 

Tuesday - 25.11.25 ●​ What’s in the news Assembly MM 
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●​ 6pm New Starters Open Evening 

Wednesday - 26.11.25 ●​ Yr 3-6 ten pin bowling @ the glades AM 
●​ Singing assembly KS1@1.05pm/KS2 @3pm 
●​ English Subject Monitoring  

Thursday - 27.11.25 ●​ Nursery trip to St Paul’s Cray Library 10:30am 

Friday - 28.11.25 

 

●​ Christmas decorations can go up after school 
●​ 2.55pm - Celebration assembly  
●​ Albanian Independence Day 

 
 

 

Week 5 

Monday - 01.12.25 ●​ 3pm assembly 
●​ 3.45pm SLT 
●​ Romanian National Day 
●​ RWI check-in 

Tuesday - 02.12.25 ●​ Oracy Assembly  
●​ Reception & Year 6 Height & Weight 

Wednesday - 03.12.25 ●​ Singing assembly KS1@1.05pm/KS2 @3pm 
●​ Reception & Year 6 Height and Weight 
●​ Year 1 - trip to Lyric theatre 

Thursday - 04.12.25 ●​ Year 3 Trip to The Natural History Museum 

Friday - 05.12.25 
 

●​ Year 4 - Science Museum 
●​ 2.55pm - Celebration assembly  
●​ Year 5 and 6 choir - choir singing in the Glades 

(max 30 children) 10:30 - 11am 

 

Week 6 
 

Monday - 08.12.25 ●​ EYFS and KS1 Dress Rehearsal - 1.30pm 

Tuesday - 09.12.25 ●​ 2.30pm EYFS and KS1 Christmas Performance - 
Parents invited 

●​ Year 4 choir members singing in the Glades (max 
30 children) 10:30 - 11am 
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Wednesday - 10.12.25 ●​ PM - KS2 Choir perform at Pemberley Care Home 
(2pm) 

●​ 2.30pm EYFS and KS1 Christmas Performance - 
Parents invited 

Thursday - 11.12.25 ●​ 9.30 Christmas service at St Barnabus 

Friday - 12.12.25 ●​ 2.55pm - Celebration assembly 
●​ Christmas Jumper Day and Christmas Dinner Day 
●​ Nursery Christmas performance 2:30pm 

 

Week 7 
Pen Portraits and Plans to be sent home  

Monday - 15.12.25 ●​ AM - KS1 perform at Pemberley Care Home (11am) 
●​ KS2 Carols in the Playground - Gates open at 

2.25pm for 2.30pm start 

Tuesday - 16.12.25 ●​ RWI development day  
●​ 3pm What’s in the news Assembly  

Wednesday - 17.12.25 ●​ 10am Rocksteady Concert in Hall 

Thursday - 18.12.25 ●​ FOL Winter Wonderland in the Hall? 

Friday - 19.12.25 ●​ 2.55pm - Celebration assembly  
●​ Class Parties (wear school uniform.  Bring £1 for 

staff to buy food and drink) 

 
Holiday - 22nd December 2025 - 2nd January 2026 
Menu 
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